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The old EMD, Hoe Street, should be Walthamstow’s 
landmark building; a reason to come here and a reason to 
live here. As an excellent example of a building from the 
1930s, cinema’s golden age, its pioneering design fully 
deserves its listed status. It now must be rehabilitated to 
fulfil its architectural potential and serve the Walthamstow 
of the 21st century.

Walthamstow was first recorded in 1075 as Wilcumestowe, 
‘the place of welcome’. The new EMD cinema should act as 
a community building, welcoming all, and open 
throughout the day to meet the needs of different resident 
groups.  Housing cafes, gallery and learning spaces, and an 
exciting venue for meetings and functions, the cinema can 
act as a centre of our community life and take an 
active role in regenerating the surrounding area - much 
more than just a cinema.

Our aspiration is to make “the New EMD”, the greenest 
cinema in the UK.   The easterly orientation of the 
existing building gives the perfect opportunity to harness 
solar energy, through photovoltaic signage raised in the 
sky and photovoltaic roofing material (1). This can act as 
the cinemas unique attribute, and attract attention from 
outside the local area.

The proposal aims to reveal the architectural qualities of 
the existing exterior by removing all commercial signage 
from the elevations (2). Celebrating Walthamstow’s artisitc 
and cultual hertiage, the new street frontage will feature 
William Morris - inspired glazing patterns and metalwork 
(3), as well as a specialist cinema library dedicated to 
Alfred Hitchcock, an icon of film-making and former patron 
of the old EMD.
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